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A Legacy 
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Mrs. Mary Precious Bridges 
 

Mary Precious Bridges was born in Opelika, Alabama on March 1, 1918, the
second of seven daughters of Henry and Ethel St. George. She had a very
special bond with her mother and sisters and always enjoyed the time they
spent together. She was swept off her feet by John Henry Bridges at a young
age and they wed in 1934. They were happily married for more than 55 years,
until his death in January 1990. Seven children were born to this union. Mr.
and Mrs. Bridges and children moved to Apopka, Florida in 1951 and
established themselves as stalwarts of this community. 

 

The Bridges family joined New Hope Missionary Baptist Church. Mrs. Bridges
was a deaconess, was in the choir and served on a number of boards and
committees to help her church. She was quite a beautiful sight in her pretty
hats and suits while sitting in her special place in the sanctuary. “Mrs.
Precious”, as she was often called, truly loved the Lord and enjoyed worship
and spirituals that touched the soul. Later in life, her home was filled with the
sound of gospel music, especially Lee Williams, the Mighty Clouds of Joy, the
Canton Spirituals and the Williams Brothers. Her faith was the bedrock of her



family, and her prayers kept all her children, grandchildren, great-children and
great-great grands. 

Mrs. Bridges, affectionately called “Mama” by her family, was a homemaker.
She was devoted to her family and loved them dearly, each uniquely in their
own way. In fact, being “Mama” may have been one of her greatest gifts, as
she made each person feel loved and special and she deeply cared about
them. She was a mother, grandmother, great grandmother and great-great
grandmother, and raised or was baby-sitter for three generations of children.
Mama believed in keeping her house in order and didn’t play the radio. She
did not believe in excuses or wallowing in self-pity, often saying “If the dog
hadn’t stopped, he would have caught the rabbit!” She had a look that would
set you straight when needed, but mostly a sweet spirit that no one wanted to
disappoint her. Mama could work miracles in the kitchen, she loved to cook
and bake. She also enjoyed quilting. Mostly, she was happiest when
surrounded by her family at reunions, parties and get-togethers, and wearing
her favorite color – RED! 

 

Mama was preceded in death by her husband, John Henry Bridges; her
parents Henry and Ethel Lee St. George; son, Henry Louis (Sonny) Bridges;
daughters, Geraldine McGraw and Joann Bridges; one grandchild Bruce
Bridges. 

She leaves to cherish her memory four children, Nathaniel Bridges, Mary C.
Bridges, Arnell Bridges (Bernice) and Josephine Smith (Ed); one son-in-law,
James McGraw; sister, Louise Johnson, Holly Grove, Arkansas; thirty-five (35)
grandchildren; fifty-seven (57) great grandchildren; thirty-seven (37) great-
great grandchildren; a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, in-laws and special
friends. 

For I am now ready to be offered and the time of my departure is at hand. 



I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course. 
 I have kept the faith.



Previous Events

Visitation

APR 10. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
927 South Central Avenue
Apopka, FL 32703

Service

APR 11. 11:00 AM (ET)

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
927 South Central Avenue
Apopka, FL 32703
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October 22, 2023 at 05:49 PM

Mrs. Mary Precious Bridges

Tazzie Brown - April 09, 2015 at 07:02 AM

To the family of Mrs. Mary Bridges (especiall
Byran and Sandra Brooks), my thoughts and
prayers are with you! Remember, earth has
NO sorrow, that HEAVEN cannot HEAL.

 May God continue to give each of you
strength! Love you!

April 07, 2015 at 08:11 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Mrs. Mary Precious Bridges.

https://www.zandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.zandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


JS

Joan Simon - April 03, 2015 at 03:09 PM

I hope that when you remember Mrs.Mary,
 You don't think of her this way.

 Instead remember the good times you had,
 Or the funny things she'd say.

  
Remember her in springtime.

 How she loved the fragrant breeze.
 Remember her in summer,

 As the sunshine kissed her cheeks.
  

Remember her in autumn,
 How she loved the turning leaves.

 Remember her in winter
 Watching snowflakes drift in the breeze.

  
But although Mrs.Mary surely loved these things,

 Remember she loved you all more,
 And don't lose heart because we'll see her again,

 When we all reach that distant shore.
  

God Bless The Entire Bridges Family


