James Henry "Chappy" Chandler
February 26, 1936 - July 17, 2021

James Henry Chandler, was born on Wednesday; February 26, 1936 to Charles and
Annie Chandler of Winter Park, Florida. Dr. Wells delivered him in their home on 225 W.
Lyman Avenue, with the help of a midwife. A spirited toddler, "Jamesy", as he was
affectionately known, gave each of his younger sisters nicknames when they were born"
"Teedum" (Mary Elizabeth) and "Miney" (Mae Riner). The family consisted of : "Papa
Charles", "Mother Dear", "Sister" (Annie Runell), Brownie: (the dog) and Tommy (the cat).
Mother Dear, a devout Christian, made sure her children (and, eventually, grandchildren)
"knew The Good Lord". She took them with her to Flowers Temple Church of God in
Christ, day and night (often seven days a week). James was a mischievous child,
notorious for annoying his siblings for fun. In the early 50's, Mother Dear and Papa
Charles purchased a plot of land on Garfield Avenue. About a year later, they moved into
their newly-built home at 457 Garfield Avenue.
James matriculated through school at Hungerford in Eatonville. Although, he "did not care
for school", he participated in many extracurriculars-often in leadership roles. Notably, he
was the drum major of the high school marching band for which for which his younger
sisters were also majorettes. When he was older, James loved to share a comical story
from back then, about a power struggle between he and teedum, to lead the band.
Perhaps, she was getting back at him for all of the times he had delighted in aggravating
her, as children. It was during this time, that his first son, Kelvin Lampkin, was born.
After high school, James was "not interested in college", however, his father insisted that
he "pick up a trade". When James could not choose one, his Papa strongly recommended
barbering. So, James enrolled in Florida A&M University, in Tallahassee, FL, to become a
barber. Once licensed, James went to work in Winter Park's Deluxe Barber Shop with his
brother, Charles', close friends: James "Dick" Dixon and Alonzo "Trick" Roberts. James
married Betty Jean Dorsey in 1957 and they soon had a son, Gregory Ronnell. Cedric
Orrin was born two days later.

During this marriage, James and Betty owned and operated multiple businesses, including
the Washington Shores Barbecue Restaurant. In this period, James also fathered Yvonne
Roux, Ronnie Chandler, Linda Chandler and James Chandler, Jr. He married Patricia
Taylor in the late 60's; then, he married Frankye "Jackie" Grant in 1969. During his third
marriage, he and Jackie had Toddrick Gerryll.. CeWyon Quinae was born a year later and
Cory Charles, two years after that.
James' reputation as a master barber grew over the years. In the early 80's, he opened
his flagship business: Chappy's Barber Shop. He operated Chappy's for over 40 years
before retiring. He, Then, moved to Cocoa Beach, FL, where he shared a life with a dear
companion, Rose Houston Smith. For well over 60 years, James made an impact on the
lives of countless people, influencing many to be entrepreneurs-including several of his
children. He was even honored in an exhibit at Loch Haven Art Museum, as an esteemed,
business owner and integral part of Winter Park History.
Chappy was youthful and full of life: known for giving sage advice, accompanied by witty
one-liners! He leaves to cherish his memory: his big sister, Annie Runell (Charles),
Huntsville, AL; son, Gregory Chandler, Orlando, FL; daughter, Yvonne Roux (Dave),
Altamonte Springs; FL; daughter, Linda Beacham (Ronnie), Grady, AL, Son James
Chandler, Jr. Grady, AL; son, Toddrick Chandler, Philadelphia, PA; daughter, CeWyon
Chandler-Ward (Reginald), Lithonia, GA; and, son, Cory Chandler (Leza), Savannah, GA.
He also leaves a host of BELOVED grandchildren, great grandchildren, nephews, nieces
and cousins. He is predeceased by his mother, Annie (Smith) Chandler; father, Charles
Chandler, Sr.; son, Cedric Chandler; nephew, AIkin Moore; sister, Mae Riner Chandler;
sister, Mary: Elizabeth Davis; son, Kevin Lampkin; wife, Frankye Chandler; brother,
Charles Chandler, Jr.; nephew, Kim Chandler, and son, Ronnie Chandler.
Multiple generations entrusted James Henry Chandler to give babies their first haircut;
fresh cuts for weddings and other momentous occasions; and, even final haircuts for their
loved ones' homegoing services. He was loved, admired and respected by many. For this,
he was extremely grateful. His MOST cherished role, however, was that of father and
grandfather. His family was everything to him, as was he, to them!
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Comments

“

To the family, I am so sorry to hear about Mr. Chandler. I just saw and talked to him
at the Walmart in cocoa about 2 months ago. He and my brother were very good
friends back in the day. The three barbers were Mr. Dick, Mr. trick and Mr. Chandler.
I'm deeply sadden to hear this sad news. I'm from Winter Park Fl. and Mr. Chandler
use to cut my hair back in the days I lived in Winter Park. I am the son of Mrs. Miriam
Parrish, my name is Joe Parrish and I live in Rockledge, Fl. now. You all have my
deepest sympathy.

Joe Parrish Jr. aka Joey Parrish

joe parrish - July 30 at 04:37 PM

“

Thank you Rose Ella Houston Smith; Chappy was a nice man and a good friend who gave
sound advise. May Peace be with Family and loved ones.
Joy Wright - September 03 at 01:24 PM

“

As mentioned earlier, Mr. Chandler was one of best barbers in Winter Park. His
charisma and smile helped us as students to adjust to being the first class to attend a
integrated school. His humor was one of his best characteristic that we expected and
perhaps we took for granted; not knowing that his humor got us through some
difficult days during integration times.
My sincere condolences and prayers to the Chandler Family & Friends during this
difficult time.

Shelia D Reid - July 29 at 03:11 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of James Henry "Chappy"
Chandler.

July 28 at 12:04 PM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of James Henry "Chappy" Chandler.

July 28 at 11:55 AM

“

Rose Ella Houston Smith purchased the Guiding Light Bouquet for the family of
James Henry "Chappy" Chandler.

Rose Ella Houston Smith - July 27 at 06:18 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of James Henry "Chappy"
Chandler.

July 26 at 11:40 PM

“

My very good friend and barber. We talked for our last monthly phone call in June. I
will miss him dearly. Rest In Peace my brother. Your Friend and Brother eternally.
Condolences to the family. Lewis and Joann (Gordon) Latson

Lewis Latson - July 26 at 10:11 AM

“

Mr. James "Chappy" Chandler was a wonderful man and excellent Barber. He was a
very kind hearted man that looked out for each of us and always entertained us with
his creative thinking. We had the best Black Barbers in Winter Park, Mr. James
Dixon, aka "Bubba Dick", Mr. Alonzo Roberts, aka"Trick" and Mr. Chandler, aka
"Chappy". I am grateful to have known Mr. Chandler and will miss him dearly. My
sincere condolences to Greg Chandler and the entire Chandler Family. Blessings to
all!
Deacon Angelo Davis

Angelo Davis - July 24 at 09:03 AM

“

He was a very good Barber back in the days when I was little he cut my hair in winter
park. Always known him as champ... you will be missed

Russell Jackson(Pete) - July 22 at 03:27 PM

